
Riverland Preservation Society: Safety Survey 201510 
In September of 2015, the Riverland Preservation society published this survey to better understand the safety 
issues that exist along the Riverland Road corridor. 

http://tinyurl.com/p7une33     - to take the survey 

 

 

  



Riverland Preservation Society: Safety Survey 
Tabulation and analysis: November 5, 2015 

Results were analyzed for the period: 10/19/2015 – 11/05/2015 

Total emails sent announcing this survey: 864 
Response ratio: 8.33% 
Total respondents: 72 

 
Survey address: http://tinyurl.com/p7une33      

Results:  
In the table below, Col1 corresponds to Minimally concerned, and Col 7 corresponds to Very 
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Appendix: 

Notes and comments to the Riverland Safety Survey, added by respondents 
I am very concerned about the neighborhood being used as a speed way between 441 & Davie Blvd. It is also 'the' 
major route for FDLE, Fire, and Emergency traffic. When you add those 2 together on a long road with only ONE 
stoplight, you have a recipe for all manner of emergencies. In 21 years living on Riverland Road, I have seen 
animals killed, people on bikes, killed. Car accidents, pretty numerous as well. It begs a thorough traffic study if any 
changes are to be made in the existing neighborhood. In addition, one of the MAJOR attributes of this 
neighborhood is its magnificent tree canopy and native vegetation. The city of Ft Lauderdale seems to market it to 
great effect. The state of Florida/Broward County spent upwards of almost a billion dollars of federal money to 
purchase Park lands to make municipal parks dotting the County of Broward. Lots of new neighborhood parks. 
Well, our whole neighborhood is already a beautiful park. We have glorious tree canopies and vegetation, access to 
water for boating. Each and every resident can point out and take pride in our bounty and enjoy it with pride. I have 
a lot of friends who either grew up here, knew someone who did live here. Everybody knows Riverland is special 
and different. Now, all that may be in jeopardy. 
 
Are we really ready to sell out our "Personal residential neighborhood Park" in Riverland for a builder who has a 
dubious reputation....building cheap and defective housing, and then run from the aftermath left in their wake. The 
neighborhood will suffer in the aftermath of this being permitted as submitted. The builder will be on down the road, 
making another neighborhood scarred permanently. I am concerned about the very permitting process for the city 
of aft. Lauderdale. The fact that 'anyone' with or without merit, can submit a request to build without a plan or 
design.and has a real possibility of getting the City Commissioners approval is abhorrent and alarming to me. This 
is crucial to the future of all established neighborhoods city wide. And...I vote early and often. 
 
Increased stop signs and/or traffic lights would be a strong deterrent to those who regularly use Riverland Road as 
a shortcut to the major highways. The 35mph is CONSTANTLY obliterated by these drivers and is a great concern 
to me personally as a resident, as well as for the joggers, bicyclists, walkers and the MANY children who attend 
schools in this neighborhood. 
 
I would vote yes for our neighborhood to have crime control signs at the beginning of each road or lane. 
 
People cleaning up after their dogs 
 
Please do not allow the over-development of our neighborhood. We moved here because of its unique character 
and would like to keep it that way. Thank you. 
 
I run on the sidewalk that goes the length of Riverland road and constantly see people walking their dogs, which is 
great, but I regularly see dog waste left everywhere. I think the community would benefit from adding those dog 
poop bag/trash can stations along the sidewalk. Speeding is a major issue and I don't know if it's just people who 
are cutting through or actual residents, but we live on SW 16th street and have had a car blow up across from our 
property for hitting a tree! Which makes me think someone might drive right through my wall coming around the 
corner too fast. We should look into putting the very large speed humps (the ones with the flat tops) all along 
Riverland Road. It may discourage people from cutting through and hopefully reduce amount of speeders. 
 
I STRONGLY think that a barrier, as in a concrete,reinforced wall along the curve, is VERY much needed to keep 
the students safe as well as the residents who use this pathway. Please look at the number of crashes on the " big 
bend " of Riverland Rd. 
 
We could definitely benefit from having a side walk on the south side of Riverland road, also the side walk on the 
North side of riverland could use some repair/widening and level uniformity in the area beginning at 30th terrace 
and going all the way east to the little bridge over the water, it is very uneven and very narrow. There is also no 
safe are for pedestrians on either side of 30th Terrace, no safe place to walk your dog or ride your bike with your 
small children with out being in harms way of the thru traffic. 
 
Security 
  



 
It would be great if we could get a side walk on sw 14th between riverland and 31st ave. it would connect a good 
loop of various routes for runners, walkers and bikers from 441 to 14thst with the ability to cut back through to 31st 
safely. One could the. Have various options to get back to the park (for example) back at the bend on riverland near 
441. If done correctly it could be made into a very welcoming addition to our neighborhood. In regards to the 
flooding on riverland woods, although it is not a concern to me, i did present to Gonzalez and sons when they did 
the drainage but they were reluctant to approach residents. There is a product called pavedrain, it is being used by 
municipal government for fire house and such. There is a sample of it installed at the handicap parking stalls at city 
hall. Makes perfect sense for the riverland woods street that flood. 
 
The speed limit should be reduced to 25 mph like every other residential street. The signs indicating "no thru 
trucks" should be re-positioned so they can clearly be seen. The "no thru truck" signs should also have an 
additional sign which indicates what the SSSS fine could be. That would deter (scare) a lot of the truck drivers! 
 
When we voted to be incorporated into Ft Lauderdale and the citizens met with the city, one of the main 
discussions was to keep the uniqueness of our community. Adding street lights and sidewalks was overwhelmingly 
voted down. I hope everyone understands that this will change our neighborhood for the worse and make it look 
more urban. 
 
There should NEVER be an entrance to ANY proposed housing development where the developer is granted a 
right from the County/City to make an entrance to such development that would be situated in the middle of the 
Riverland Road "curve" adjacent to 26 Avenue. This entrance location (which is the location that the developer is 
asking for) will require a traffic signal exactly in the middle of this long sweeping turn, that has blind apexes on both 
ends of said curve. This position will necessitate, on both ends of the curve, a pre-signal signal and/or constant 
flashing yellow lights that WILL be shinning through many folks windows 24-7! Remember that many children 
walk/run/ride bikes every day to and from school while walking on a WAY-TOO-NARROW side walk that itself 
needs to be redone to a PROPER WIDTH! In addition, folks that live on SW 26 Avenue most likely will have a 
very untenable and equally annoying constant RED light as they try to leave the dead end street that THEY LIVE 
ON! If this development is allowed (which most likely will not stand up under a law suit against the City of Fort 
Lauderdale for going back on their promised and so stated preservation of the then existing Riverland area 
guidelines) the traffic light must be located on the extreme North boundary of the property/parcel. This way the 
traffic light is as far away from the curve as possible and therefore has more line-of-sight visibility. I'm sure that not 
only the people that live in this area now AND any folks that move into this yet-to-be jam-packed "neighborhood-in-
a-neighborhood will most likely find it much too tightly packed together. This will reduce the value of those 
properties over time and in turn the rest of the Riverland Road community. 
 
This property should be purchased by the city and made into a public garden/vita course and tied (vis-a-vis) to a 
new wider sidewalk/running path stretching all the way to the small park behind the Yacht Club thereby creating a 
continuous walking/Running path that stretches 10 miles one way to Markham Park! Just imagine how much more 
desirable and therefore valuable the Riverland Road area would be with such a unique public access park-system! I 
can assure the City/County that their return from a plan like this would pay back an order of magnitude (i.e. 10 
times) more revenue to those agencies than the proposed development could ever EVER deliver!!!! Good Luck and 
Good Night! 
 
Sidewalks along Riverland Road are too narrow to be shared by walkers, runners and bicycles. Ideally we'd have a 
proper path developed along Riverland Road with two sides clearly marked for walking/running on one side and 
cycling on the other to prevent accidents and better manage the flow of pedestrians and bikers. 
 
After sewers were installed the completed paving is not level in front of my property, it has a gradual slope down 
plus it "tilts" down onto the north side of the street, which causes water after two days of rain to flow into the 
entrances to our driveways instead of flowing down the street to the drain. If it was level at least the rain water 
could be shared with the south side of the street. In 40 years here this has never occurred, only since the sewer 
project was completed. I know of no solution to this problem but am furious that the City paid a contractor to do 
such a sloppy job. 
 
On Arbor Drive during the month of September 2015 and October 2015 the road floods at high tide. The water is 
coming from the canals out of the storm drains. It starts at 2574 Arbor drive at the storm drain on both sides of the 
street. The entire area around the curve on the south end is even worse. It completely covers the street and goes 
into the yards quite a bit. The salt water is bad for landscaping and vehicles. Also is it possible to get a sidewalk on 
the South side of Riverland Road? 
 



There is one on the South Side of the road throughout Lauderdale Isles, but it stops at the school. East of the 
school we walk in the grass and on the side of the street with out dogs at night and at times the cars get very close. 
a sidewalk would give residence a more enjoyable walk through the beautiful tree hammocks. I grew up in Coral 
Ridge. My parents still live there. I chose Riverland because of the trees and the waterway. Without the trees this 
neighborhood would lose its benefit over the baron neighborhoods out east. I would probably end up moving out 
east if our canopy was allowed to be destroyed by developers. THE TREES ADD TO THE PROPERTY VALUES 
WHICH ADD TO THE TAX REVENUE. 
 
No stop signs on sw 35 ave from riverland road to 16 ave 
 
I walk along Riverland Road between 31 Avenue and 19 Street. The sidewalks are so small in some places we 
have to walk in a single line.Please improve the side walks and bike paths. 
 
Not sure if landscape buffers help or hurt (hedges could hurt, large trees could help announce walkwayOak trees 
planted in swales all along the isles and elsewhereLighting ok, but need flashing light where the curve arrows are 
located. Signage: large increase in signs, people will tend to not read or ignore. Would prefer just a few special 
onesLighting Put reflectors in middle strip in road. 
 
Put vibration material on edge paint ( done in Gainesville) Why not on eastbound and southbound: a 25 mile speed 
limit sign,( back from curve 100 or so feet) Lighting: A sign with arrow (does exist) add flasher At 441 (Dot) and 
Davie/Riverland post a sign about weight and size of trucks and say enforcedCut Thru traffic: Alert all the residents 
to drive 25 mph at curve and 35 mph otherwise. You would be amazed at how this annoys drivers. It would be an 
injoke for neighbors. I was surprised to see how many cars backed up ( now of course that can cause dangerous 
passing and getting the finger!) 
 
Drainage is a big issue. When it rains it floods, and it has never been fixed or maintained properly. Also, the 
sidewalk that they replaced when the sewers were installed are not regulation size in some places. 
 
SPEED SPEED SPEED.............LIGHTING......IT IS A DANGEOUS ROAD AT ALL TIMES OF THE DAY BUT 
ESPECIALLY AT NIGHT. THE CURVE HAS HAD SEVERAL ACCIDENTS AND WITH THE POOR LIGHTING IT 
IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE AND TO BE SAFE. THE SIDEWAYS NEED REPAIR. WE HAVE SO MANY 
WALKERS AND THE LEVEL OF THE SIDEWALKS NEED TO BE REPAIRED. THIS ROAD USED TO BE SO 
BEAUTIFUL WITH THE CANOPY OF TRESS AND QUIETNESS BUT NOT ANYMORE. IT IS A CUT THROUGH 
FOR ALL KINDS OF TRAFFICE FROM 441 TO DAVIE BLVD. BUT LETS FACE IT WE LIVE ON THE WRONG 
SIDE OF TOWN FOR THERE TO BE REALLY ANY CHANGE OR PRESERVATION. 
 
We live off of river land road near school people drive down side streets so fast I worry about my 3 year old 
daughter . Please put in speed bumps around school and side streets to keep people from speeding. 
 
I would like to see sidewalks built; I have two infants that like to go for walks in their stroller however I see myself 
having to walk on the street since there are no sidewalks on our street. Also, some lighting would help the 
neighborhood feel safer since it is pitch dark outside once the sun sets. 
 
Bicycle safety - both off street, such as bike paths, and on street, such as speeding cars, bike lanes Walkability - 
being able to run errands on foot, conveniently and safely High amount of traffic in a residential area - especially 
drivers who speed on Riverland Rd and 31st Ave, using them as shortcuts. 
 
I feel the Black property should be a wildlife corridor. There are so few open places left in Ft Lauderdale. I have 
seen owls, hawks, even a turtle in our neighborhood. I am also concerned that a dead end street near me is going 
to be opened up with the new development. I am worried about that increased traffic. 
  



 
We urge and request aggressive identification of code violations by certain residential owners that 
impair the neighborhood overall appearance and value.Our highest compliments again to the leadership 
of the Riverland Preservation Society. The advocacy and communications have been first class in all 
respects. 
 
I am mainly concerned about: loss of trees, loss of bees, too much traffic. 
 
Speeding on Riverland Rd. is out of control. It would be great to work to remedy this. It happens during all hours of 
the day and during the wee hours of the night. It is very dangerous!! 
 
THE STREET LIGHTING AND REDUCING THE CUT-THRU TRAFFIC SHOULD DEFINITELY MAKE A POSITIVE 
IMPACT ON REDUCING CRIMEI THINK THE SPEEDING IS THE WORST ON THE LANES- COMMERCIAL 
TRAFFIC ESPECIALLY 
 
----- end of comments --- 
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